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This rip-roaring (yet thoroughly laid-back!) adventure across Southern Spain and Northern Morocco brought our group up close and 

personal with star species on both sides of the Straits of Gibraltar, including Moroccan Marsh Owl, Moussier’s Redstart, Bonelli’s Eagle, 

Audouin’s Gull, Red-necked Nightjar and much, much more.

The Straits themselves formed the centrepiece of the trip, and the group found themselves in the thick of the autumn migration, with 

hundreds upon hundreds of Honey Buzzards, Black Kites, Booted and Short-toed Eagles, Sparrowhawks, Marsh and Montagu´s Harriers 

moving south alongside many thousands of hirundines and Swifts.  Long-finned Pilot Whales and Striped Dolphins graced the seas, 

while Cory´s and Balearic Shearwaters swooped overhead.

Exploration of salt pans, lagoons, intertidal habitat, cork oak forests, mountains, plains and freshwater wetland habitat brought us 

encounters with over 140 bird species and a fascinating selection of African and European mammals, reptiles, amphibians, butterflies, 

moths and dragonflies.

As well as being treated to some spectacular migration and cetacean events, the group enjoyed relaxed days in perfect weather, taking in 

all the gorgeous wildlife, scenery, culture and cuisine Southern Andalusia and Northern Morocco have to offer.

The trip was led by Simon Tonkin and Niki Williamson, with a crew of five Inglorious Bustards (Sue, Bill, Margaret, Lynne and Peter), 

augmented to seven during the Spanish leg of the trip (by Tony and Wendy).



Day 1 Tuesday 5 September

Huerta Grande, Cazalla and La Peña

Simon and Niki gathered up Lynne and Peter from Gibraltar airport, and Sue and Bill from Algeciras bus station, and brought them the 

short journey back to our lodgings at Huerta Grande eco-lodge.  Here they were joined by Margaret, who had been there for some days 

already, enjoying the relaxing surroundings.

Our accommodation at the beautiful Huerta Grande eco-lodge is set in seven hectares of wooded grounds at the edge of Los 

Alcornacales Natural Park, Europe’s biggest cork oak forest, so as the group relaxed over a light lunch it wasn´t long before we were 

hearing our first Short-toed Treecreepers and Crested Tits in the trees around the reception area.

The group settled in to lodgings in delightful log cabins dotted through the wooded grounds, surrounded by singing Serins, Firecrests, 

and Iberian Chiffchaffs.  Then it was time to head out and make the most of our first afternoon at the hub of western European raptor 

migration.

The strength and direction of the winds in the Straits has a huge bearing on migration of soaring birds.  These birds, which rely on 
thermals and updrafts to travel, are confronted by a huge barrier when they reach the sea.  Although the gap between Europe and Africa 
is only 14 km wide at Tarifa, the birds must decide carefully when to cross.  Too strong a crosswind will blow them off course and make 
the crossing too long and tiring.

Local knowledge is important for understanding the best time and place to enjoy the migration spectacle.  So today, taking into account 
the easterly or levante wind, we headed straight to the watchpoint at Cazalla.  Here the group were thrilled to have their first encounters 
with Honey Buzzards, Black Kites and Booted and Short-toed Eagles, soaring low over our heads, as well as a solitary Black Stork and 
an Egyptian Vulture, as we took in the stunning views out across Tarifa Bay.



It became apparent that the raptors we were seeing were not 
crossing, but drifting around the coast, being pushed westwards, 
so we headed out to intercept them, visiting a site further west of 
Tarifa, at La Peña.  Here local knowledge and timing certainly 
paid off, as a huge concentration of soaring birds had been 
pushed up into this valley.  We had breath-taking views of many 
Sparrowhawks, Booted Eagles and Short-toed Eagles low 
overhead as well as migrating Marsh and Montagu´s Harriers.  
We also found ourselves right in the middle of a river of swifts 
and hirundines, with Alpine, Common and Pallid Swifts passing 
over while Barn and Red-rumped Swallows whizzed past our 
ears!

Thrilled by our first encounter with the migratory bottleneck, we headed back to freshen up for dinner, but not before stopping for a well-

earned ice-cream, taking in dramatic views across the Straits at the Mirador del Estrecho.

Day 2 Wednesday 6 September

Sierra de la Plata, Bolonia, La Janda

This morning, after a relaxed breakfast, we headed out explore the mountainous habitats of the Sierra de la Plata.  

Taking a track around the mountainside, we drove up through a maquis-covered landscape of Fan Palm and Cistus to a dramatic rocky 
outcrop, to a spot next to a colony of some seventy pairs of Griffon Vultures.  These enormous birds delighted the group by soaring low 
over our heads and screeching from their perches like prehistoric beasts.  As we enjoyed the thrilling views, many Honey Buzzards, 



Black Kites, Booted Eagles and Short-toed Eagles drifted overhead, and we were lucky enough to get great views of two Bonelli´s 
Eagles, and two Egyptian Vultures.

Once we had filled our eyes and ears with these magnificent creatures we headed yet further up the mountain, and enjoyed our picnic 
lunch looking out over Algeciras Bay and the Roman ruins of Baelo Claudia stretching out below us.  

As we tucked into the salads, meats, cheeses and other treats that Niki and Simon had lovingly assembled, we were treated to lovely 
close-up views of Griffon Vultures perched on the rocks and Northern Ravens overhead.  We were also lucky enough to find a beautiful 
Blue Rock Thrush, which perched up high on the rock face in front of us, allowing great views for the group.

After lunch we retreated to the attractive coastal village of Bolonia, where a well-earned coffee and ice-cream break was called for!  
Suitably refreshed, we set off to explore the extensive wetland and farmland habitats at La Janda.  When this area was a huge natural 
wetland, it was a real jewel in Spain´s natural crown, and although it was largely destroyed by drainage for agriculture, fragments of 
wetland habitat remain and hint at its former glory.

As we arrived, large numbers of Corn Buntings and Yellow Wagtails lined the entrance track.  Over the rice paddies we had wonderful 

views of a young Montagu´s Harrier hunting silently, and as the morning wore on the group were quite amazed by the large numbers of 

these birds patrolling the farm, as well as over fifteen Marsh Harriers and nine Lesser Kestrels.

Reaching an area with several sparsely-cropped rice fields, we wiled away a pleasant time watching the Eurasian Spoonbills and Greater 

Flamingoes that graced the pools alongside hundreds of White Storks, Glossy Ibis, Cattle and Little Egrets.

Scouring the areas of exposed water, we also found a lovely selection of waders including Black-winged Stilts, Common Snipe, Green 

Sandpipers, as well as Little Ringed Plovers, Northern Lapwings and Ruff.



We had had a lovely day but Simon and 

Niki had one last treat in store for the group!  

Taking a track up to the higher part of the 

farm, we stopped alongside a strip of willow 

and poplar scrub, and began to quietly scan 

the leaf litter with our optics.  In the end it 

was eagle-eyed Tony who found our 

surprise first! There, gulating gently 

amongst the dried leaves and twigs, 

completely still apart from the twitch of its 

rictal bristles, was a Red-necked Nightjar, 

just feet away from us! Taking great care 

not to disturb this exquisite bird we took our 

time to enjoy the beautiful pattern details of 

its gold-and-brown plumage.

Then it was back to Huerta Grande to relax with a refreshing drink, before another of chef Juan Carlos’s superb three-course meals.  

Tonight’s menu featured Pisto - a traditional Andalusian shepherd’s dish of courgette, garlic and tomato, topped with a gently-poached 

egg and accompanied with fresh local artisan bread.



Day 3 Thursday 7 September

Oued Marsa, Merja Zerga, Larache

Today we breakfasted bright and early, and set off to catch our ferry to Africa.  We left Algeciras on time and were soon enjoying a 

smooth crossing, heading out on deck to take in views of Cory´s and Balearic Shearwaters, Northern Gannets and Common Dolphin as 

we sailed.

The drive out of the efficient modern port at Tanger Med also went smoothly, and it wasn´t long before we were enjoying our second 

breakfast of mint tea and local breads and cheeses looking back across the Straits towards Spain!

A quick glance across the scrubby hillside slopes of Oued Marsa brought us our first glimpses of African species, with African Chaffinch, 

Common Bulbul and African Blue Tit showing well.

Refreshed, we drove out across the fascinating landscape of low intensity farmland dotted with tiny villages and dwellings.  Soon we 

arrived at our next destination at Moulay Bousselham, home to the famous Merja Zerga lagoon.  Known as the haunt of the planet´s last 

Slender-billed Curlews – a bird now sadly extinct – the lagoon is still a teeming protected wetland, alive with birds and local traditional 

fishermen probing the mud for crustaceans and molluscs.

Here me met our local guide Hassan, who has been showing people the birds of the lagoon since he was a boy.  Helping us all safely 

board two tiny traditional fishing boats, we headed out into the waters, where we were immediately sailing past sandbanks covered in 

roosting gulls. We soon spotted Mediterranean, Slender-billed and Audouin´s Gulls amongst the Yellow-legged, Lesser Black-backed and 

Black-headed Gulls.



The numbers of waders were huge, with 

Oystercatchers, Common Ringed and Grey 

Plover, Sanderling, Dunlin, Bar-tailed Godwit, 

Whimbrel, Eurasian Curlew, Common 

Redshank, Common Greenshank, Green and 

Common Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone all 

around us.

Mooring the boat, Hassan ushered us out onto a 

sandbank in the middle of the lagoon!  From 

here, as well as enjoying our surreal birding 

location, we also added Glossy Ibis, Greater 

Flamingoes, Kentish Plover and Black Terns to 

our list, as well as picking up a Western Osprey.

Sharing a packed lunch at the edge of a grazed 

pastureland, the group enjoyed sharing tales of home – some from opposite sides of the Atlantic – with Hassan.

As the afternoon wore on, anticipation was building for a possible encounter with one of our star species.  We took up positions viewing 

out over the pastureland, where we could see Desert Grey Shrikes and Woodchat Shrikes perched up on rushes and ruderal vegetation, 

while Montagu´s and Marsh Harriers drifted low over the grassland in the softening sun.

And suddenly, just as we hoped, our star species appeared, with not one, but EIGHT stunning Moroccan Marsh Owls taking flight from 

their roost on the ground.  The group were spellbound by these beautiful, dark-eyed birds.



After freshening up from our travels in our charming hotel in the 

city of Larache, we headed out to sample local specialities in one 

of the city´s best known seafood restaurants, and talk about our 

exciting day!

Day 4 Friday 8 September

Loukkos Wetlands, Bouachem Forest, Dardara

Breakfast was a relaxed affair, in a café alongside Larache´s 

delightful main square.  This natural gathering place has been 

recently restored to its former colonial glory, and our seats 

looked out from underneath the shady colonnades onto the mosaic tiling and decorated pillars of the palm-fringed plaza.  

But, arguably more importantly, from where we sat sampling delicious coffee, breads and cakes, we were also able to observe the early 

morning antics of a colony of Little Swifts, ´giggling´ as they darted in and out of their adorable feather-adorned nests high underneath 

the arches.

Our first site for the day was nearby Loukkos marshes, just a short drive out of town.  These grazed damp pastures are a real oasis for all 

manner of birds, from waders to raptors, and can be easily birded either from the minibus or by walking short distances along farm tracks.

The insect life makes them great for hirundines, and it wasn´t long before we picked up our first Brown-throated Martins amongst the 

Barn Swallows and Sand Martins.  As we explored the shallower pools we found waders galore, including Black-winged Stilts, Collared 

Pratincole, Little Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Ruff, Common Snipe, Black-tailed Godwit, Common Greenshank, Green, Wood and Common 

Sandpipers.



In the deeper waters waded elegant Squacco Herons and many Glossy Ibis, alongside dabbling Ruddy Shelducks and Red-crested 

Pochards.  Overhead, over twenty Marsh Harriers quartered the wetlands.

These rich wetlands are also attractive to migrant passerines, and we spotted several European Turtle Doves in the areas of scrubland, 

as well as large numbers of flava Yellow Wagtails, on their way south to their wintering grounds.

These beautiful wetlands are home to many traditional farmers, and while we birded the group enjoyed a bit of friendly banter with the 

locals, as well as finding ourselves amidst a herd of curious goats!

After pausing for a mint tea at a welcoming roadside café, we made our way on the next leg of our journey, passing though vast plains 

and farmlands on the road to Bouachem forest.  On the way we took our lunch in a rural village, where the delighted chef rustled up us 

up a banquet of deep-fried sardines, lentil dahl, tomato and cucumber salad, white beans in tomato sauce, and flatbread from seemingly 

nowhere!

Heading up into the mystical forest of Bouachem, we drove slowly along the quiet road wending through the ancient cork oaks, enjoying 

the eerie peace.  It wasn´t long before we caught a glimpse through the undergrowth of a Barbary Macaque!  The only macaque species 

found outside Asia, these fascinating primates are highly social, so if there was one we knew there would be more!  Happily, our ´monkey

´ was with his family and we watched spellbound as a troupe of over 40 filed peacefully past us, foraging for insects, nuts and roots on 

the forest floor.

We made a further stop down the road, and were lucky enough to find ourselves in the middle of a huge mixed flock of passerines 

moving through the forest.  The trees all around us were alive with Spotted Flycatchers, Firecrests, Short-toed Treecreepers, Coal Tits as 

well as African Blue Tit and Chaffinch.  Some of the group even managed a glimpse of a passing Levaillant´s Green Woodpecker, which 

we had all heard calling earlier on.



Time had flown past in the magical forest, and it was soon time to move on to our accommodation, on the outskirts of Chefchouen.  We 

were greeted at Hotel Dardara with a welcome glass of complimentary mint tea and delicious Moroccan pastries, to tide us over before 

our sumptuous three-course meal of local Berber specialities.  As we ate, we were even briefly serenaded by a calling Red-necked 

Nightjar!

Day 5 Saturday 9 September

Talessamtane National Park, Chefchouen

This morning we explored the imposing mountains of the 

Talessamtane National Park.  As we drove to meet our 4x4 

vehicles, many Booted Eagles and Black Kites were leaving 

their roosts on the forested slopes to continue their journey 

south.  As we headed up the steep mountain tracks in our 

convoy of 4x4 vehicles, we had stunning views down over the 

Oued Laou valley, and the fabulous blue-painted city of 

Chefchouen. 

It didn't take too long before we started coming across a 

fantastic array of mountain birds.  Three marvellous Moussier’s 

Redstarts were flitting enthusiastically around the rock faces 

and were sometimes just metres away from our group!  As we explored the slopes, they were joined by Black Wheatears, Rock Buntings, 

Crag Martins, Common Redstarts, and a Bonelli´s Eagle drifting in and out of the clouds.



Moving down the mountain, we stopped at a shady camping site to take our picnic.  Looking back up at the stunning mountain scenery 

we saw Black Kites, European Honey Buzzards, an Egyptian Vulture and over 40 Common Ravens putting on a show.  We could also 

observe African Chaffinch and Blue Tit at close quarters, flitting around the vines above our heads. 

It had been an action-packed morning so we headed back to our lodgings at Dardara to relax a while.  The hotel is beautifully situated 

next to a wilderness area with a river running through it, so some of us headed out to explore, enjoying views of Desert Grey Shrike, the 

local subpersonata race of White Wagtail and another Bonelli´s Eagle overhead.

Then we took the afternoon to explore the picturesque labyrinthine streets of Chefchouen´s famous blue-washed medina, or old town, 
enjoying the assault on our senses from all the colourful wares and spicy smells.  Bill, a surrealist artist, was thrilled by the colours and 
angles of the sloping mountain town and we are eagerly waiting to see it reflected in future works! 

After experiencing the traditional Moroccan town, we were glad to experience its traditional food.  We headed to our favourite restaurant 
overlooking the main square, where we enjoyed excellent salads, soups, tagines and a dessert of yoghurt, nuts and local honey. 

Day 6 Sunday 10 September

Dardara, Oued Laou, Ceuta

Some of the group made use of the hotel´s wonderful situation for a pre-breakfast stroll, again encountering very confiding subpersonata 
White Wagtail and Desert Grey Shrike.  We also found two Golden Orioles warming up in the morning sun, in full view! two Black-
crowned Night Herons, an Atlas Long-legged Buzzard, a probable Barbary Falcon, and a swarm of Barn Swallows and House Martins too 
numerous to count.



Breakfast was a tasty selection of Moroccan breads, tomatoes, cheeses and freshly cooked eggs, and set us up a treat for the journey 
ahead.  We made good time heading towards Ceuta, the Spanish enclave from where we would catch our return ferry to Europe, spotting 
a good selection of raptors and water birds on the way.  

After a border queue which moved mercifully quickly (while still giving plenty of opportunity for people-watching!), we were soon waiting 
to board the ferry, a can of cold beer in hand!

We were welcomed back to Huerta Grande in time for our evening meal, and a chance to reminisce over our superb encounters with 
Moroccan Marsh Owl, Moussier´s Redstart, Barbary Macacques and more, as well as remarking on the differences and similarities 
between the people and culture on the two sides of the Straits.

Day 7 Monday 11 September

Cazalla, Boat trip, El Trafico

Today we took a trip to Cazalla watchpoint to get another raptor fix!  The calm conditions meant that birds were preparing to cross today, 
and we certainly got our fill of superb views of Black Kites Egyptian Vulture, Sparrowhawks, Common Buzzard, Booted Eagles, Short-
toed Eagles and Marsh Harriers in this little piece of raptor-phile heaven.

Then we were Tarifa-bound, for our boat trip out into the Straits. After a stroll down through the old town and a pause for coffee, we 
boarded the Jackelin with responsible whale-watching company Turmares.  



Over the seas we had great views of 
Wilson’s Storm Petrels, Cory´s 
Shearwaters, Northern Gannets, Great 
Skua, Audouin´s Gull, and maybe 20 
bizarre, dustbin lid-shaped Ocean Sunfish.  
Striped Dolphins too were extremely active 
today and we saw a hundred or more 
scudding through the sea.

But the stars of the show were the Long-
finned Pilot Whales, which today had 
decided to offer us breath-taking close-up 
views!  Finding a group of several combined 
families, numbering over fifteen individuals, 
we simply floated quietly for over an hour, 

while they swam curiously around the boat and often surfaced right alongside!  It was a long and extremely moving encounter with these 
beautiful, sociable, intelligent creatures.

After reaching shore we headed straight to the raptor watchpoint at El Trafico for a late picnic lunch where we could look across the 
Straits to Morocco’s Jebel Musa mountain and reflect on our joyous boat trip!  

Relaxing in the afternoon sun with a glass of wine and a selection of salads and local cheeses, chorizos and hams, we also enjoyed the 
last of the afternoon’s raptor activity, as Short-toed and Booted Eagles drifted by, hunting along the coast.  On the rocky shore, we could 



see Dunlin, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone and fishing Sandwich Terns.  The group also explored the excellent exhibition at the 
Observatorio del Estrecho, manned by Fundacion Migres, the organisation who have been monitoring avian migration across the Straits 
for over 20 years.

It was time to return to Huerta Grande, but not before stopping for our ice-cream at the Mirador del Estrecho, and enjoying further 
incredible views across the Straits.

We celebrated our trip and our last evening together with a traditional paella, washed down with plenty of red wine, followed by delicious 
lemon cheesecake accompanied by local dessert brandy.

Day 8 Tuesday 12 September

Huerta Grande, Gibraltar

The last day had come around extremely quickly, but there were still some final treats before we made our trip to the airport!  

We had a leisurely post- breakfast walk around some of the grounds of Huerta Grande. Those who chose to join us were not 
disappointed, with great views of Firecrests, Serin, and Crested Tit amongst our home's other woodland specialities.

Sadly though, it was now time to leave Andalusia, and to say ´Hasta luego!’ To Katrin and the team at Huerta Grande.  Simon and Niki 
escorted the American contingent to their coach to Malaga in plenty of time, and took the rest of the group to the airport, leaving them to 
enjoy views of the Rock of Gibraltar from the airport´s delightful departure lounge balcony!



Simon and Niki really enjoyed showing the group all the thrilling wildlife, food and culture from both sides of the Straits.  This “Flyway 
Family” were great company and  we hope to see you again here soon!
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Inglorious Bustards Conservation, Wildlife and Bird Tours

Birding Two Continents Checklist
BIRDS 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Species Scientific Name
1 Cory's Shearwater Calonectris 

diomedea
5+ 150+

2 Balearic 
Shearwater

Puffinus 
mauretanicus

1+

3 Little Grebe Tachybaptus 
ruficollis

5

4 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 1+ 3+
5 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax 

carbo
2 1+

6 Black-crowned 
Night Heron

Nycticorax 
nycticorax

2

7 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 3
8 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
9 Little Egret Egretta garzetta ✓ ✓ ✓

10 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 4+ ✓ ✓ 2+
11 Black Stork Ciconia nigra 1 1
12 White Stork Ciconia ciconia 50+ 1,500 ✓ ✓ ✓
13 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 200+ 20+ 250+ 100+
14 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 2+ 50+
15 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus 

ruber
6 200+

16 Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 4
17 Gadwall Anas strepera 3
18 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 4+ ✓ ✓ ✓
19 Red-crested 

Pochard
Netta rufina 3

20 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 2
21 European Honey 

Buzzard
Pernis apivorus 150+ 50+ 5+ 10+ 30+



22 Black-shouldered 
Kite

Elanus caeruleus

23 Black Kite Milvus migrans 30+ 70+ 30+ 10+ 1 20+ 30+
24 Egyptian Vulture Neophron 

percnopterus
1 2 2 1 1

25 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 50+ 80+ ✓
26 Short-toed Snake 

Eagle
Circaetus gallicus 20+ 10+ 4+ 2 1 5+ 20+

27 Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 1 6 5+
28 Western Marsh 

Harrier
Circus aeruginosus 1 15+ 10+ 20+ 2+

29 Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk

Accipiter nisus 30+ 20+ 5 1 5+ 10+

30 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 1
31 Long-legged 

Buzzard
Buteo rufinus 1

32 Bonelli's Eagle Hieraaetus 
fasciatus

2 1 2

33 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus 
pennatus

100+ 50+ 3 50+ 15+

34 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 3+ 9 3 2 1 ✓ ✓
35 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 1 1 2+
36 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1
37 Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides 1  Poss
38 Red-legged 

Partridge
Alectoris rufa c.10

39 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 3
40 Eurasian 

Oystercatcher
Haematopus 
ostralegus

50+

41 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus 
himantopus

15+ 40+ 50+ 50+

42 Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola c.10
43 Little Ringed 

Plover
Charadrius dubius 3 20+



44 Common Ringed 
Plover

Charadrius hiaticula 10+

45 Kentish Plover Charadrius 
alexandrinus

1+

46 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 20+
47 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 2+
48 Sanderling Calidris alba 30+ 10+
49 Dunlin Calidris alpina 10+ 10+ 5+
50 Ruff Philomachus 

pugnax
1+ 20+

51 Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 1+ 5+
52 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 20+
53 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 10+
54 Whimbrel Numenius 

phaeopus
10+

55 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 3
56 Common 

Redshank
Tringa totanus 10+

57 Common 
Greenshank

Tringa nebularia 10+ 2

58 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 6+ 5+ 20+
59 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 3+
60 Common 

Sandpiper
Actitis hypoleucos 2 2

61 Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 10+ 2
62 Great Skua Catharacta skua 1
63 Mediterranean Gull Larus 

melanocephalus
5+

64 Common Black-
headed Gull

Larus ridibundus ✓

65 Slender-billed Gull Larus genei 50+
66 Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii 10+ 1
67 Lesser Black-

backed Gull
Larus fuscus ✓ ✓



68 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
69 Sandwich Tern Sterna 

sandvicensis
✓ 3+

70 Black Tern Chlidonias niger 30+
71 Common Wood 

Pigeon
Columba palumbus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

72 Rock Dove / Feral 
Pigeon

Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

73 Eurasian Collared 
Dove

Streptopelia 
decaocto

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

74 European Turtle 
Dove

Streptopelia turtur 2+ 8+ 1

75 Laughing Dove Streptopelia 
senegalensis

1

76 Tawny Owl Strix aluco ✓ 2 2
77 Marsh Owl Asio capensis 8
78 European Nightjar Caprimulgus 

europaeus
1

79 Red-necked 
Nightjar 

Caprimulgus 
rufficolis

1 1H

80 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
81 Common Swift Apus apus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 10+
82 Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 20+ 50+ 20+ 10+ 1+ 10+ 3+
83 Common 

Kingfisher
Alcedo atthis 1 1

84 European Bee-
eater

Merops apiaster 20+ 50+ 10+ 30+ 10+ 30+ 20+

85 Hoopoe Upupa epops 1 2 1
86 Great Spotted 

Woodpecker
Dendrocopos major 1 1 2

87 Levaillant's 
Woodpecker

Picus vaillantii 1

88 Crested Lark Galerida cristata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
89 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae 1
90 Plain Martin Riparia paludicola 20+ 3+



91 Common Sand 
Martin

Riparia riparia 2 3+ 10+ 10+ 3

92 Red-rumped 
Swallow

Cecropis daurica 2 1+ 5+ 1 5+

93 Eurasian Crag 
Martin

Ptyonoprogne 
rupestris

20+ 5+

94 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
95 Common House 

Martin
Delichon urbicum ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

96 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 30+ 20+ 40+
97 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1 1 1 3
98 African White 

Wagtail
Motacilla alba 
subpersonata 

2 2

99 White Wagtail Motacilla alba
100 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus 

barbatus
3+ 10+ 10+ ✓ 1H

101 Winter Wren Troglodytes 
troglodytes

1 1+

102 European Robin Erithacus rubecula 2 1 10+ 5+ 3+ 10+
103 Common Redstart Phoenicurus 

phoenicurus
6+ 1

104 Moussier's 
Redstart

Phoenicurus 
moussieri

4

105 Common 
Stonechat

Saxicola torquatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 3

106 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura 3
107 Black-eared 

Wheatear
Oenanthe hispanica 1

108 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 1+ 6
109 Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula 1+ ✓ ✓ 1 ✓ ✓
110 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 1+ ✓ ✓ 2+ 1
111 Eurasian Reed 

Warbler
Acrocephalus 
scirpaceus

1H

112 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus 
trochilus

1+



113 Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus 
ibericus

1+ 1+ 1+ 1

114 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
115 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia 

melanocephala
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

116 Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla ✓ ✓ 10+ 1 2+ 4+
117 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 2+ ✓ ✓ 3+
118 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 1 3+ 1 1
119 Great Tit Parus major 2 1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2+
120 Coal Tit Parus ater 1H
121 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 1+ 1+
122 African Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 2 5+ 6+ 5+
123 Crested Tit Lophophanes 

cristatus
✓ ✓ 6+

124 Short-toed 
Treecreeper

Certhia 
brachydactyla

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 2+ ✓ ✓ 5+

125 Desert Grey Shrike Lanius algeriensis 1 1
126 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 2 1
127 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
128 Mahgreb Magpie Pica mauritanica 1
129 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
130 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
131 Spanish Sparrow Passer 

hispaniolensis
132 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia 1+
133 African Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

africana 
2 10+ ✓ ✓

134 European Serin Serinus serinus 1+ 2+ 8 2
135 European 

Greenfinch
Carduelis chloris 1

136 European 
Goldfinch

Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ 4 ✓ ✓

137 Common Linnet Carduelis 
cannabina

✓ ✓ ✓ 10+ ✓ 2+



Marine Life

Lepidoptera

138 Hawfinch Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes

1

139 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia 2
140 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 1H
141 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 20+ 1

Common name Scientific name Spain Morocco Notes
Common Bottle-nosed 
Dolphin

Tursiops truncatus

Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis ✓ On ferry 
passage

Striped Dolphin Stenella Coeruleoalba 100+

Long-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala melas 15+

Sunfish Mola mola 20+

Common name Scientific name Spain Morocco
Moroccan Orange Tip Anthocharis belia ✓

Monarch Danaus plexippus ✓
Large White Pieris brassicae ✓ ✓
Small White Pieris rapae ✓ ✓
Swallowtail Papilio machaon

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria ✓
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta ✓
Moroccan Rock 
Grayling

Hipparchia caroli ✓

Other taxa of note
Iberian Pond Turtle Mauremys leprosa
Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica
Moroccan Spade-Foot Toad Pelobates varaldii
Barbary Macaque Macaca sylvanus


