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Day 1 -  Huerta Grande, Cazalla and La Peña

We delighted in meeting together at Gibraltar airport and with minimum fuss we were on our way the short distance to our rural eco lodge 
at Huerta Grande, taking in sightings of White Storks and Cattle Egrets on the way.

Our accommodation at the beautiful Huerta Grande eco-lodge is set in seven hectares of wooded grounds at the edge of Los 
Alcornacales Natural Park, Europe’s biggest cork oak forest, so as the group relaxed over a light lunch it wasn t́ long before we were 
hearing  and seeing our first Serins, Short-toed Treecreepers, Firecrest and Crested Tits in the trees around the reception area.

After some time to settle in, we leisurely made our way to one of the nearby raptor watchpoints and with the Easterly wind (levante) 
blowing we headed to the best place for the time of day and this wind strength. Here we encountered our first raptors. 

At the watchpoint of La Peña we delighted in getting to grips with raptor identification with groups of Short-toed and Booted Eagles, 
Sparrowhawks,  Black Kites, Honey Buzzards, Lesser Kestrels, Peregrine Falcons and Griffon Vultures! To remedy aching necks we also 
discussed the salient identification points of a Thekla’s Lark that showed well after having seen several of the similar looking Crested 
Lark.  At least twenty Red-rumped Swallows zipped through while we found a group of 12 migrating Black Storks.

Having spent just a brief while birding this afternoon we had already amassed not only an impressive number of species but engaged 
firmly in migration!



Day 2 - Cazalla, Santuario de la Luz, La Janda, Barbate Salinas 

Today we started at the well known watchpoint of Cazalla just east of Tarifa. Here raptors were trapped by the continuing wind, not able 
to cross The Strait and being funnelled up the Santuario de la Luz valley to wait for favourable conditions. Several birds were battling 
against and into the headwind and here I was able to find an Atlas Long-legged Buzzard - a rarity this side of The Straits. We also picked 
out an Egyptian Vulture too. We headed further west to encounter more raptors and in doing so we stopped at a roadside garage at the 
southern end of the Santuario de la Luz and literally birded from the forecourt! We all agreed this was probably the best forecourt in the 
world! Scores of Raptors battling the wind moved out towards the coast and then back again upon recognising the difficulty of crossing. 
Indeed no doubt younger birds may have continued and possibly perished as a result.

Black Kites passed overhead including a wing-tagged juvenile and 
Honey Buzzards passed low battling against the wind. However the 
biggest group was of Short-toed Eagles which we could see ‘kettling’ 
into the valley - we estimated over 150, probably more as the valley was 
seemingly lined with them and interspersed with Booted Eagles too! 

Next we headed further to the west to an area of rice fields and 
agricultural land at La Janda. Once this area was a huge natural 
wetland, it was a real jewel in Spain ś natural crown, and although it 
was largely destroyed by drainage for agriculture, fragments of wetland 
habitat remain and hint at its former glory.  As we arrived the abundance 
of Corn Buntings, Yellow Wagtails and Zitting Cisticolas was evident as 
large congregations of White Storks were encountered and Green 
Sandpipers flitted from the ditches ahead of us.

Glossy Ibis, Little and Cattle Egrets lined fields and ditches with Spanish 
Sparrow and House Sparrows mingling amongst the rice heads whilst 
Griffon Vultures and White Storks continually passed overhead.

As we approached an area we know to be good for Red-necked Nightjar we quietly disembarked the bus and began our searching. 
Slowly scanning the leaf litter with patience and respect we found a day roosting Red-necked Nightjar which gave us phenomal views! 
We continued to observe this caprimulgus ensuring that we caused no disturbance and we left it peacefully to continue its slumber.



We headed to our last stop of the day at the Barbate inter tidal habitat and disused salinas. Here it was immediately obvious over 200 
Greater Flamingoes were paddling in the shallows whilst at least 40 Audouin’s Gulls showed their splendour. Here with some scanning 
we were also blessed with finding 21 Stone-curlews whilst buzzing in the fields behind us were groups of Calandra Larks. 

Day 3 - Merja Zerga

Today we set off to catch our ferry to Africa. We left Algeciras on time and were soon enjoying a smooth crossing.  Heading out on deck 
we were able to get great views of The Straits and the creatures inhabiting this narrow stretch of water. Both Cory ś and Balearic 
Shearwaters were seen, along with Northern Gannets and close views of Common and Striped Dolphin.

The drive out of the efficient modern port at Tanger Med also went smoothly, and it wasn t́ long before we were enjoying our second 
breakfast of mint tea and local breads and cheeses.  From here we could look back across the Straits towards Spain whilst observing 
African Blue Tit and African Chaffinch as a Cirl Bunting sang and Common Bulbuls called, welcoming us to Africa!

We then drove out across the fascinating landscape of low intensity farmland interspersed with tiny villages and dwellings. Soon we 
arrived at our next destination at Moulay Bousselham, home to the famous Merja Zerga lagoon. Known as the haunt of the planet ś last 
Slender-billed Curlews – a bird now sadly extinct – the lagoon is still a teeming protected wetland, alive with birds and local traditional 
fishermen probing the mud for crustaceans and molluscs.

Here we met our local guide Hassan, who has been showing people the birds of the lagoon since he was a boy. Together we enjoyed tea 
whilst observing Audouin ś and Mediterranean Gulls amongst the Yellow-legged, Lesser Black-backed and Black-headed Gulls whilst 
Common Bulbuls and Laughing Doves showed in front of us. Hassan helped us all safely board two tiny traditional fishing boats, we 
headed out into the waters, where we were immediately sailing past sandbanks covered in roosting gulls.

Soon we were embarking onto our boat and out into the Merja Zerga lagoon here we immediately were able to get great close up views 
of Sandwich Terns, Audouin’s Gulls and Slender-billed Gulls and - concealed amongst them - a scarce Lesser-crested Tern. Moving past 
the mudflats we observed at close quarters rafts of waders Kentish Plover dotted among the masses of Common Ringed Plovers, 
Greenshank and Redshanks alongside Grey Plovers, Sanderlings and groups of Oystercatchers. As we approached the narrowing 
creeks, Common and Green Sandpipers became more evident. As we continually navigated through the creeks Caspian Terns fished 
alongside the boat while Western Ospreys did the same. We then disembarked onto a sand bank exposed by the tide where we could 
observe the wonder all around us of Marsh Harriers hunting over the grazing marsh and Greater Flamingoes viewed in the haze. 



Soon it was time to head back and go to our hotel in the bustling fishing town of Larache, where we took a delightful evening meal of 
locally caught fish and amazing mixed salads.

Day 4 - Merja Zerga , Loukkos Wetlands, Bouachem Forest, Dardara

This morning we headed out once again to the Merja Zerga lagoon and the adjacent fresh marsh. Here we quietly got into position on the 
edge of the marsh and waited for the first rays of light. Through the mists we saw our first glimpse of the wonderful but sadly threatened 
Moroccan Marsh Owl - here we heard them croaking as they came over head and within moments we had at least 11 coming back to 
roost - spectacular!  We delighted in seeing this rare bird but lamented the problems of intensive agriculture encroaching on their habitat.

We then headed back to Larache and onto breakfast after time to freshen up and check pictures! We took breakfast alongside the palm-
fringed plaza with its beautiful mosaic of tiles. The real stars here however were the Little Swifts which shot out of their feather-lined nests  
underneath the aged colonial arches.

Our first site following breakfast was the nearby Loukkos marshes, just a short drive out of town. These grazed damp pastures are a real 
oasis for a host of different species. We weren’t disappointed! As we arrived we got great views of Black-winged Stilts and Wood 
Sandpipers whilst among the scrub lined grazing fields we had fabulous views of Desert (algerensis) Grey Shrike. We continually 
separated out races of Yellow Wagtails which were seemingly everywhere! Whilst scanning the pools we found Ruff, more Wood 
Sandpipers alongside both Common and Green Sandpipers. Overhead we found they incredibly range-restricted Brown-throated Martin 
(or Plain Martin). These whipped over our heads as they hoovered up insects. Amongst the scores of Marsh Harriers, we were able to 
identify two Atlas Long-legged Buzzards.

On the main lagoons we found a group of Eurasian Spoonbills, White Storks and Greater Flamingoes whilst careful observation of the 
Coots provided us with views of groups of Red-knobbed Coots whilst Black-tailed Godwits wandered the shallows.

Soon it was time for us to move up a level and into the mountains of the Rif. Rif in Arabic means an edge or an escarpment or a fertile 
cultivated land, the exterior of something. Passing through vast plains and fertile farmlands we paused in Beni Aros, the gateway village 
of the Rif. Here we ate really traditional food of kebabs (for the non-vegetarians) and lentil dahl, white beans and flatbreads whilst the 
hubbub of this market town enlivened the experience. Here we able to see traders and herders coming to town to sell or buy produce.



We paid our respects to the chef and the locals and continued our journey into the mystical forest of Bouachem. As we drove along the 
deserted road through the world's biggest Cork Oak forest, its eery silence was only broken by bird calls, including Great-spotted 

Woodpecker, Firecrest and Short-toed Treecreepers. The presence of a 
Levaillant’s Woodpecker was also betrayed by its calls and after some 
extensive searching we were able to find and see several of these 
endemics to the Magreb.

As we moved on we finally found ourselves in the middle of a troupe of 
Barbary Macaques - the only Macaque species found outside of Asia.  We 
watched them watching us nervously as they foraged amongst the leaf 
litter for food. 

Our time had drawn to an end among the magical lichen-clad trees and it 
was soon time to move on to our accommodation, on the outskirts of 
Chefchouen. We were greeted at Hotel Dardara with a welcome glass of 
complimentary mint tea and delicious Moroccan pastries, to tide us over 
before our sumptuous three-course meal of local Berber specialities as 
well as traditional live music.

Day 5  - Talessemtane National Park, Chefchouen

This morning we met with our 4x4 drive Ibrahim to negotiate the mountain track up the Talessemtane mountain and National Park. As we 
drove up the escarpments we looked back on the “Blue Pearl of Morocco”, the mountain village of Chefchouen. Amongst the pine-laden 
screes, African Blue Tits, African Chaffinch and Firecrest called whilst overhead Northern Ravens cruised. As we got higher and well 
beyond the tree line we stopped and listened. Here through quietly listening we found Blue Rock Thrush and Black Wheatear which we 
locked onto with the scope but we also heard Moussier’s Redstart - which we struggled and only got glimpses of. The Talessemtane is 
characterised by its myriad of mountain springs and as we watched one ooze from the mountain side we closely observed birds coming 
to it. Our patience was rewarded and we soon had fabulous views of a stinking male Mouisser’s Redstart as it flitted to and from the 
puddle and another male continually sang behind us. 



As we traveled up to the higher points we stopped to take our lunch with 
the Berber herding family we have known for many years. It was a 
delight to be invited into their home and meet the donkey! Here we 
delighted in traditional foods of lentils, beans, breads and eggs and of 
course the obligatory tea! 

We headed back to Dardara for some siesta time and wandering the 
grounds and river valley before meeting again later in the afternoon for 
an exploration of gorgeous Chefchouen. Here we walked among the 
narrow blue streets as we were greeted by old friends and new ones and 
then took our evening meal in a favoured place where our friend 
Mohammed greeted us and took our orders of a variety of tagines and 
other wonderful local dishes. 

Day 6 - Dardara, Tangier Med Port and Huerta Grande

Some of the group made use of the hotel ś wonderful situation for a pre-
breakfast stroll. Following breakfast, we loaded up and bid farewell to our 

hosts and we were on the road to the ferry terminal taking in the stunning landscapes we were travelling through.

We were welcomed back to Huerta Grande in time for our evening meal, and a chance to reminisce over our superb encounters with 
Moroccan Marsh Owl, Moussier ś Redstart, Barbary Macacques and more, as well as remarking on the differences and similarities 
between the people and culture on the two sides of the Straits.



Day 7 Monday - Boat trip, El Trafico and Laja de la Zarga

Today we were to be on the sea again but this time at a much more 
leisurely pace. Soon we found Cory’s and Balearic Shearwaters as 
Black Terns moved through the Straits. The cetaceans sure didn’t 
disappoint - we found pods of both Common and Striped Dolphins and 
soon a group of Long-finned Pilot Whales. We stopped and waited for 
them to come closer (if they wanted to!) and they did and we were able 
to witness these highly social delphids at close quarters and even feel 
them snot on us! 

After reaching shore we headed straight to the raptor watchpoint at El 
Trafico for a late picnic lunch where we could look across the Straits to 
Morocco’s Jebel Musa mountain and pinpoint where we had been only 
the day before.

Relaxing in the afternoon sun with a glass of wine and a selection of 
salads and local cheeses, chorizos and hams, we also enjoyed the 
afternoon’s raptor activity with migrating Booted Eagles and Honey 
Buzzards. 

Following our lunch we headed for the village of Bolonia and into the Sierra San Bartolome and a little known watchpoint of Laja de la 
Zarga. Here we had our last fabulous ornithological experience of the trip with Griffon Vultures cruising just overhead - we could hear 
them cut through the air and squabble on the rock face. We observed their parallel flying and discussed the comings and goings of these 
spectacular birds just as the 19th century ornithologists Howard Irby and Willoughby Verner would have done and as portrayed in “Quest 
for a Griffon” by Robert Atkinson. Here we stood watching Griffon Vultures and taking pictures in a place where the first Griffon Vultures 
were photographed on a nest in Europe. 

A fitting end to our amazing adventure !



Day 8 - Tuesday Huerta Grande, Gibraltar

Sadly our little team had to go their separate ways and some of us enjoyed the last wanderings in the grounds of Huerta Grande amongst 
Firecrests, Short-toed Treecreepers and Crested Tits.

We bid the team farewell and made the short journey to Gibraltar airport (for some) where we reluctantly allowed you to board your plane 
but with the promise of return!

We really enjoyed showing the group all the thrilling wildlife, food and culture from both sides of the Straits. This “Flyway Family” were 
great company and we hope to see you again here soon!
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Species Checklist

Birding Two Continents

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8

Species Scientific Name

1 Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 30+

2 Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus 10+

3 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 2

4 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 1

5 Northern Gannet Morus bassanus 6

6 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 4 10

7 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

8 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 10+ ✓ 5

9 Great Egret Egretta alba 1

10 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea ✓ ✓ ✓

11 Black Stork Ciconia nigra 12

12 White Stork Ciconia ciconia 10+ 350+ 30+ 50+ ✓ ✓ ✓

13 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 20+

14 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 36 20+

15 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 200+ 50+ 30+

16 Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus ✓

17 Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa ✓

18 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 2 ✓ ✓
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19 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 3

20
European Honey 
Buzzard Pernis apivorus 4 10+ 2 5+

21 Black Kite Milvus migrans 2 5+ 10+

22 Egyptian Vulture Neophron 
percnopterus 1 2

23 Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 20+ 100+ 70+

24 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus 30+ 100+ 10+ 1 1

25 Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 1 15+ 20+

26 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 10+ 20+ 1 1

27 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 2

28 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 1 2 1

29 Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 30+ 50+ 1 20+

30 Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 2 20+ 2 10+

31 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 1

32 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 2 1 1

33 Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio 1+

34 Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1

35 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra ✓

36 Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 5+

37 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus 
ostralegus 20+

38 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus 
himantopus 8 20

39 Eurasian Thick-knee Burhinus oedicnemus 21
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40 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius ✓

41 Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula ✓ ✓

42 Kentish Plover Charadrius 
alexandrinus 5+ Y

43 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 10+

44 Sanderling Calidris alba ✓ ✓ 10 ✓

45 Dunlin Calidris alpina 2 1

46 Ruff Philomachus pugnax 15

47 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 20

48 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 1 1

49 Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 2

50 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 3

51 Common Redshank Tringa totanus ✓ ✓

52 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 10+ 4

53 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 2 1 2

54 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 3

55 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 4 1

56 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 5

57 Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii 40+

58
Lesser Black-backed 
Gull Larus fuscus ✓ ✓ ✓

59 Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

60 Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 2
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61 Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis 1

62 Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 50+ ✓

63 Black Tern Chlidonias niger ✓

64 Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus Y 1 5 1 ✓

65
Rock Dove / Feral 
Pigeon Columba livia ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

66 Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

67 Laughing Dove Streptopelia 
senegalensis 2

68 Little Owl Athene noctua 1

69 Tawny Owl Strix aluco 1 1 1 1 1 1

70 Marsh Owl Asio capensis 11

71 Red-necked Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis 1

72 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus 2

73 Little Swift Apus affinis 5

74 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1

75
Great Spotted 
Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 1 2 1

76
Levaillant's 
Woodpecker Picus vaillantii 4

77 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha 
calandra 30+

78 Crested Lark Galerida cristata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

79 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae 1 1 2 1 1+

80 Plain Martin Riparia paludicola 7
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81 Common Sand Martin Riparia riparia ✓

82 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 20+ 5+

83 Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 20+

84 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Y Y Y 10+ ✓ ✓

85 Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 5+ 10+ 2

86 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 3 ✓ ✓ ✓

87 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1 1 1 2 1

88 White Wagtail Motacilla alba ✓ ✓

89 Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus 4 15+ 20+

90 White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus

91 Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 2 3 2 4 2 1

92 European Robin Erithacus rubecula 2+ 2+ 4 2 1 ✓ ✓ ✓

93 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 5+

94 Moussier's Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri 3

95 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

96 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura 2

97 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 2 2

98 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 2

99 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 2 1

100 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 2 1

101 Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula 1 1 2 3 1 ✓ ✓ ✓
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102 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 2

103 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

104 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala ✓ ✓ ✓ 5 ✓ ✓ ✓

105 Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 3 1 3 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

106 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 3 10+ 4 ✓ ✓

107 Great Tit Parus major 2 1 ✓ 1 ✓ ✓ ✓

108 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

109 African Blue Tit Cyanistes teneriffae 1 4 2

110 Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla 2 2 5+ 2 1 2

111 Desert Grey Shrike Lanius algeriensis 1 3

112 Common Raven Corvus corax 1 2 2 10+

113 Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

114 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius 1

115 Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

116 House Sparrow Passer domesticus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

117 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 5+

118 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

119 African Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
africana 2 1 4 5+ 2 1

120 European Serin Serinus serinus 4 2 2 10+

121 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 1 2 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

122 European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
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123 Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina 4 ✓ ✓ ✓

124 Hawfinch Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 1 1 2

125 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia 2

126 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus 1+

127 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 20+ ✓ ✓ ✓
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Marine Life

Common Name Scientific name Spain Morocco

Bottle-nose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus ✓ (boat trip)

Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis ✓ (boat trip) ✓ (ferry crossing)

Striped Dolphin Stenella Coeruleoalba ✓ (boat trip) ✓ (ferry crossing)

Long-finned Pilot Whale Globicephala melas ✓ (boat trip)

Ocean Sunfish Mola mola ✓ (boat trip)

Other Mammals

Barbary macaque Macaca sylvanus 20+

Butterflies

Common Name Scientific name Spain Morocco

Monarch Danaus plexippus ✓

Large White Pieris brassicae ✓ ✓



Small White Pieris rapae ✓ ✓

Common Swallowtail Papilio machaon ✓

Cleopatra Gonepteryx cleopatra

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria ✓

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta

Clouded Yellow Colias croceus ✓ ✓

Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae ✓

Cardinal Argynnis pandora ✓

Rock Grayling Hipparchia semele ✓

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina ✓

Reptiles and Amphibians

Common Name Scientific name Spain Morocco

Moorish Gecko Tarentola mauritanica ✓ ✓

Iberian Wall Lizard Podarcis hispanica ✓

Medittreanean Tree Frog Hyla meridionalis ✓

Iberian Frog Rana iberica ✓

Large Psammodromus Psammodromus algirus ✓


